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Investment & Regeneration Guide

A strategic overview of Oxford’s housing growth,
employment expansion, transport improvements

and future investment opportunities.

G 01865 965 346 ‘ @ info@cubixproperty.com ‘ @ www.cubixproperty.com
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OXFORD INVESTMENT CASE

A City Built on Knowledge, Innovation & Demand

Why Oxford continues to stand out as a long-term property market

Oxford combines global educational prestige with a powerful science, technology, healthcare and research
economy. Its international reputation attracts students, academics, researchers, professionals and businesses
from across the UK and overseas. For property investors, this creates a distinctive combination of sustained
accommodation demand, highly skilled employment, constrained housing supply and continued infrastructure
investment.

01 World-Class Education 02 Science & Innovation

University of Oxford and Oxford Brookes underpin a deep Life sciences, biotechnology, Al, research and university
student, academic and professional population. spin-outs support high-value employment.

03 Diverse Rental Demand 04 Housing Constraints
Students, NHS staff, academics, scientists, professionals and Tight city boundaries and limited developable land
families create multiple tenant markets. contribute to a persistent supply-demand imbalance.
05 Strategic Connectivity 06 Long-Term Growth
Fast London links, East West Rail and the Cowley Branch Regeneration, new laboratories, housing and transport
Line strengthen regional access. investment continue to reshape the city.

THE INVESTMENT PRINCIPLE

Oxford's proposition is not dependent on one regeneration project. It is underpinned by education, innovation,
employment, housing scarcity and long-term infrastructure investment.
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REGENERATION & EMPLOYMENT

Housing, Employment & Urban Transformation

Major projects that can influence demand, connectivity and local amenity

Oxford is moving through a significant period of change. The emerging Local Plan 2045, West End regeneration
and major science and innovation projects are intended to support new homes, employment space and
sustainable growth.

Oxpens & West End Osney Mead Innovation Quarter

A major mixed-use regeneration area west of the city centre, The University of Oxford and partners are advancing plans

combining new homes, employment space, public realm and for research, innovation and residential uses around Osney

improved connections. Mead.

INVESTMENT IMPACT INVESTMENT IMPACT

A stronger city-centre fringe can increase the appeal of More research and start-up space can support demand from

surrounding residential areas to professionals and students. highly skilled workers seeking accommodation close to central
Oxford.

Oxford Science & Technology Hubs Housing Delivery & Local Plan 2045

Science and research space is expanding across locations Oxford City Council is progressing Local Plan 2045 while

including ARC Oxford and The Oxford Science Park. acknowledging that the city cannot accommodate all

identified housing need within its constrained boundaries.

INVESTMENT IMPACT INVESTMENT IMPACT

Growth in high-value employment broadens Oxford demand Persistent housing pressure is an important long-term market
beyond the student market and supports professional rental fundamental, while affordability and regulation remain key
demand. investor considerations.

21,740 9,267 | P

PLAN-PERIOD NEED ASSESSED CAPACITY UNMET NEED
Identified housing need, 2025-2045 Homes assessed within Oxford Gap between need and assessed capacity

Source: Oxford City Council, final draft Local Plan 2045 material, Jan-Mar 2026. Figures are planning estimates, not forecasts of property returns.

CUBIX PROPERTY | 01865 965 346 | info@cubixproperty.com OXFORD INVESTMENT & REGENERATION GUIDE | 3



WHY INVEST IN OXFORD?

Six Structural Drivers of Property Demand

A clearer view of the forces behind Oxford’s residential market

a Diverse Rental Demand ° World-Class Universities

Oxford serves multiple rental markets: students, The University of Oxford reported 26,800 students as of 1
postgraduates, academics, NHS and healthcare workers, December 2025, alongside the additional student and
scientists, technology professionals, corporate employees employment base created by Oxford Brookes University.

and families.

° Constrained Housing Supply ° High-Value Employment

Oxford’s tight boundaries, flood risk and protected land limit Education, healthcare, life sciences, biotechnology, research,
development capacity. The city’s own Local Plan evidence technology, professional services and advanced
shows housing need materially above assessed capacity. manufacturing provide a broad employment base.

° International Appeal e Infrastructure Investment

Oxford’s global reputation attracts international students, Transport and regeneration projects are designed to improve

researchers, businesses and professionals, giving the city an access to employment areas, unlock development and

unusually international demand profile. strengthen links across the Oxford-Cambridge Growth
Corridor.

Oxford Investment Snapshot

A globally recognised city with multiple sources of rental demand, a deep knowledge economy, major infrastructure
investment and persistent housing constraints. These characteristics can support long-term resilience, but investors
should still assess acquisition price, yield, finance costs, regulation and property-specific risk.
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CONNECTIVITY & OPPORTUNITY

Areas to Watch & Future Connectivity

Where infrastructure and employment growth may influence future demand

MAJOR CONNECTIVITY PROJECT
Cowley Branch Line
The passenger reopening is backed by £120m of government funding and is planned to add new stations at Oxford

Cowley and Oxford Littlemore. Oxford City Council says the stations will connect major employment sites and residential
areas to the city centre in less than 10 minutes.

Areas to Watch

Cowley Strong employment base and future rail connectivity, with direct links to central Oxford and
growth areas.

Littlemore Proposed station plus proximity to Oxford Science Park and major employment locations.

Blackbird Leys / Greater Leys  Housing regeneration combined with improved access to the city centre via the reopened

branch line.
West Oxford / Osney Oxford Station, West End, Oxpens and Osney Mead create a substantial regeneration cluster.
Headington Hospitals, university facilities and healthcare employment support a distinctive professional

rental market.

The Oxford Opportunity

Oxford combines characteristics rarely found together in one UK city: global educational prestige, a world-leading
innovation economy, constrained housing supply, substantial rental demand and major infrastructure investment. For
investors taking a long-term view, the opportunity lies not simply in today's property market, but in the continued
evolution of the city itself.

Considering Property Investment in Oxford?

Speak to Cubix Property about local opportunities and investment strategies. BOOK A FREE CONSULTATION

Sources checked Aug 2026: Oxford City Council (Local Plan 2045; Cowley Branch Line); University of Oxford (student numbers); HM Treasury / UK Government (Oxford-Cambridge Growth
Corridor).

General information only. Property values, rents and investment returns can rise or fall. Independent financial, legal and tax advice may be appropriate.
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